DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 390 761 



SO 025 635 



AUTHOR 

TITLE 



INSTITUTION 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 



AVAILABLE FROM 



PUB TYPE 



Edwards , B • T • 

"The CNN Effect:" TV & Foreign Policy, Study Guide, 
Episode //83A, America's Defense Monitor, Educational 
TV for the Classroom, 

Center for Defense Information, Washington, DC, 

May 95 

9p,; This brochure accompanies a VHS videotape of the 
same title (not available from EDRS) , For other study 
guides in this series, see SO 025 636“6A2, 

Center for Defense Information, 1500 Massachusetts 
Avenue, N,W,, Washington, DC 20005 ($25 per VHS copy; 
educat i ona 1 discounts avai lable) , 

Guides - Classroom Use “ Teaching Giides (For 
Teacher) (052) 



EDRS PRICE MFOl/PCOl Plus Postage. 

DESCRIPTORS Broadcast Journalism; Higher Education; Information 

Dissemination; ''International Relations; ’'Mass Media; 
''Mass Media Effects; ''Mass Media Role; Mass Media 
Use; ''News Reporting; Nonprint Media; Political 
Power ; Politics; Secondary Educat i on; Social 
Inf luences ; Social Studies; World Affairs; World 
Problems 

IDENTIFIERS ''Cable News Network 



ABSTRACT 

This program examines the current acceleration of the 
decision-making cycle in the conduct of foreign policy due to the 
instantaneous reporting of events, called "The CNN Effect , " The 
somet imes paradoxical consequences of global media coverage are 
noted, along with the examination of the medium of television itself, 
and its shortcomings in explaining complex events , The study guide 
offers questions to use before viewing the video, questions to follow 
the video, classroom activities to focus student thinking on the 
problem, topics for further research, and a list of seven resources, 
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"The CNN Kffect:" TV & Foreign Policy 



Advances in communications technology have led to 
pervasive television coverage of unfolding events around 
the world. The instantaneous reporting of these events - 
especially conflicts and humanitarian crises -- can put 
pressure on policymakers to formulate quick responses. 

This acceleration of the decision-making cycle in the 
conduct of foreign policy has been dubbed "the CNN 
effect." 

But foreign- and military-policy makers have also learned 
to use the power of instant communications to their 
advantage. In a crisis, the president can speak directly lo a 
foreign leader- and the world public - via live television. 
Military commanders can manage the news media and 
regulate their access to combat zones in order to control the 

"look" of the war. 

From Tiananmen Square to the Gulf War, from Bosnia to 
Somalia. "The CNN Effect:" TV& Foreign Policy 
examines the sometimes-paradoxical consequences of 
global media coverage. The show also looks at the 
medium of television itself, and its shortcomings in 
explaining complex events. 

By becoming more aware of the role television plays in 
framing foreign and military policy, viewers will be better 
equipped to understand world events and participate in the 
democratic process. 
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BF.FORK VIEWINC. QUESTIONS 

1 ) How is the transmission ot information increasing in 
speed in today's world? 

2) How does the acceleration of information How impact 
on foreign policy decision makers ? 

}) Who do you think sets tlie foreign policy agenda today, 
politicians or the news media? (And who sets their 
agendas'!) 

4) Does television news provide a comprehensive view of 
foreign events? 



AFTER VIEWING QUESTIONS 

(Note. It n\ay be useful to give these questions to students prior to viewing so 
that they will be nuxe prepared to respono ) 

1 ) Does the film itself present a certain viewpoint? If so, 
lunv would you describe this perspective? 

■>) Is "the CNN effect" entirely new, or is it a furtlier 
development of a phenomenon that has been going on for a 
long time? 

}) How has the military learned to exploit tlie power of the 
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"CNN etYect" tor its own lulvantage'.’ 

4) The impact of television news on foreign policy 
decision-making varies from case to case. Under what 
circumstances do you think TV images have tlie most 
impact? The least impact? 

5) Why is "media management" considered essential in the 
conduct of foreign and military policy today? List some of 
the ways policy makers use the news media to promote 
their owm agendas. 

6) What are some of tlie differences between television 
coverage of current events and the reality of those events? 

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 



Research hov communica'ions technology is expected to 
change in the next decade or so - computers, satellites, 
televisi'^n, and so forth. Low do you think this will change 
the role of the news reporter? How will it change tlie way 
foreign policy is conducted? 

Have the class make a list of the effects of global 
instantaneous television coverage on the conduct of foreign 
policy. Which do you see as positive, and which do you 
see as negative? Does that often depend on whose point of 
view you're representing'’ 
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TOPICS FOR FURTHER STUDY 

Watch a ctwork evening news broadcast and write down a 
list of the Si -iries on foreign events, along with the length 
of each report (use a watch with a second hand). The next 
day, look at a major newspaper's coverage of foreign 
events. Compare the number of stories and level of detail 
between the TV news broadcast and the newspaper. What 
iirc the advantages of TV news over newspapers? Of 
newspapers over TV news? How do the two complement 

each other? 



RESOURCES 
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"Impact of Television on U.S. F'oreign Policy," House 
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W ar in the Persian Giilt--_A_Global_Per.specti.ve. ( 1 992. 
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RELATED VIDEOS 

Also available from the CenUrfor Defense Information: 

sr,808 Media and the Images of War: 

# Have movies and television helped transmit from 
generation to generation a series oj myths about war, 
peace, and the use of force? 

Guests include: Richard Slotkin (autlior). 

SG824 Press and the Pentagon: 

# An all-star line up oj journalist and military officers 
address cjuestions of access, censorship, and the news 
media’s role in past and future wars. 

Guests include; Walter Cronkite (CBS) and Peter Arnett 

(CNN). 
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AMERICA'S DEFENSE f^NlTOR: 

the perfect way to bring issues 

TO LIFE IN THE CLASSROOM 

student interest in crucial issues. 

ssssissi- 

important pt)licy makers. 

i„lormam.i. iinj a complclc aaCaloguc. coiuacc al. 

Cenlei loi Dalense Into"^" 

15(K) Massachusetts Avenue, N 
Washington, n.C-. 20(Xp 
or call 1-8(XKUM-.=^3.M 
l-'ax (202T 862-0708; email, cdi^igc.apr oig 

This Study Guide compiled by B.T. Hdwards. 
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